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What Are Creator Credits?





Today's Credits Include Much More...
• Text strings (names, roles etc.)

• Structured data (DDEX schema, allowed value sets, 

relationships)

• Identifiers

○ Standardized: ISNI, IPI, IPN

○ Proprietary: DSP, label, third-party

• Legal names, translations, alpha sort 

• Parties

○ People

○ Groups (band/brand)

○ Companies (publishers, record labels, PROs)



Creator Credits at Music Services



Spotify



Spotify



Pandora



Pandora
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YouTube





Credits Are Now Ubiquitous

● A music service reports that spin-weighted coverage of 

credits (beyond Main Artist) is between 86% and 94%

● Every recording copyright holder delivers credits

○ Major Labels

○ Indie Labels

○ All Independent Artist Distributors

● But not all roles are being delivered by some indie 

sources

● And some data needs refreshing/reprocessing



Today's Credits Value Chain







How Credits Affect the 
Market, Creators, and 

Payments



How Credits Affect The Market
● Including Credits Boosts Discovery and Revenue

○ New content discovery: voice and more

○ Increases user engagement: "foregrounding"

○ Improves user search results

○ Differentiates music service interfaces 

(featured artists, compilations)

○ Improves Search Engine Optimization (SEO for web)

○ Fuels data science for algorithmic playlisting



How Credits Affect Creators
● Credits Foster Creator Careers

○ Mailbox money

○ Getting the next gig

○ New fans

○ Moral right of attribution



How Credits Affect Payments

● Make matching more precise

○ Identifiers vs text strings

○ Music service artist landing pages

● More accurate activity logging and reporting

○ Less "Black Box" royalties

○ Less money held in suspense

● More accurate, faster payments to the right people

● Less manual detective work

● Remaining manual work is easier



Capturing Credits At The 
Point Of Creation 

In The Studio



Capturing Credits In The Studio
• Capturing at the point of creation solves some of our 

industry's most fundamental problems. 

• Fixing data once is vastly more efficient than redundant 

fixes at many downstream systems.

• Diverse market of tools. 



How to Gather In The Studio
➔ Sound Credit (Soundways)

◆ sound.credit

➔Veva Collect (Veva Sound)

◆ vevacollect.com

➔ Session

◆ session.id

➔ Splits (Jammber)

◆ jammber.com

➔ SongSplits

◆ songsplits.com

➔ Reveel

◆ reveel.id

https://sound.credit/
https://www.vevacollect.com/
http://session.id
http://jammber.com
https://www.songsplits.com/
https://reveel.id


Q&A



Takeaways

● The pipeline is done, and credits are ubiquitous

● Everyone can handle it

● Just need to collect credits in the studio and send this 

data downstream

● Collect credits and identifiers

● Use tools that export the .rin format

● Give .rin to the label/distributor

● Check that your label/distributor delivers credits to 

music services

● For previous releases: Just send an update



Resources
● DDEX on RIN and communicating credits:

● https://ddex.net/rin
● Intro videos: https://ddex.net/resources-press/
● https://kb.ddex.net/display/HBK/Contributors%2C+Artists+and+Writer

s
● https://kb.ddex.net/display/HBK/Artist+Roles+and+DisplayCredits

● Music Biz August 2020 panel:
○ https://vimeo.com/449876211

● Music Biz / IAFAR Neighboring Rights webinar covering money owed to 
"audible" contributors: 
○ https://vimeo.com/411157054/e08e1cd1dc

● AFM & SAG-AFTRA Intellectual Property Rights Distribution Fund:
○ https://www.afmsagaftrafund.org/

Thanks!

https://kb.ddex.net/display/HBK/Implementing+the+Recording+Information+Notification
https://ddex.net/resources-press/
https://kb.ddex.net/display/HBK/Contributors%2C+Artists+and+Writers
https://kb.ddex.net/display/HBK/Artist+Roles+and+DisplayCredits
https://vimeo.com/449876211
https://vimeo.com/411157054/e08e1cd1dc
https://www.afmsagaftrafund.org/


Appendix



Consumers and Artists Want It

● Petitions
● Recording Academy's "Behind the 

Record" campaign: 2019 and 2020
● Industry Press



Inside A DDEX RIN File



Tomorrow's Credits Will Include
• Parts of the pipeline can handle (but data isn't common yet)

○ Pronunciation

○ Country of Origin: Party

○ Country of Origin: Recording

○ Samples

○ Cross-domain links (Movies, TV Shows)

○ Biographies

○ Awards

○ Charts


